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Proposals for gender-inclusive language reforms have been institutivnalized
by many organizations, but a number of factors may affect individuals’ own
language behaviors and attitudes in this domain. Previous resesarch has shown
the influence of respondents’ gender and social affiliations on their willing-
ness (0 accept gender-inclusive language reforms. Study | builds upon those
earlier surveys by adapting their questions for use in face-to-face interviews.
Factors explored in Study 1 included interviewees’ gender and age cohort and
the situational variable of interviewer gender. Results showed that wumen
were more concerned about sexist language than men, inore likely to evalu-
ate it negatively, and likely to use more gender-inclusive methods to avoid
it. Oider subjects were more attentive (0 gender-exclusive longuage than cur-
rent college students. Interviewer gender also exerted effects such that fe-
male interviewers elicited more negative attitudes toward gender-exclusive
language than did male interviewers. Young men interviewed by neales report-
ed using fewest gender-inclusive consiructions, while older females interviewed
by women used the mosi. Study 2 demonstrated the effect of psychological
gender role (ypes on attitudes toward gender-inclusive language. Andrugynous
individuals reported using more methods (0 avoid gender-exclusive reference
than did either gender-neutral or instrumental {traditionally masculine) par-
ticipanis. Implications for diffusing gender-inclusive languuge reform are
discussed. -

Language reform is never value-free. For every speech community, language
varistion functions 10 establish social identity, and to demarcate boundaries
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