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Disclosure of Personal Information » Kathryn Greene

Feople disciose information in o varien: of con-
lels including interpersonal refasionships and
healthcare settings. Professor Greene's research
demonstrates the importance of disclosing infor-
mation about relevant topics such as Hi V/ALDS.

Muany college stdents are exploring refationships in
the process of dating and mecting many new people,
One issue that arises in dating or meeting new people
generatly ix what information 1o share with this person,
espectly as it relates 10 health, My research focuses
o0 the aren of privacy and disclosure of HIV diag-
noses. This work examines how people balunce com-
peting needs 10 disclose and profect privacy. Overall,
my research indicates that people chuose 1 diselose an
FHV diagnosis 1 those they feel close tey, when they
CXPECT & POsitive response o shuring the isformation,
when they necd support, and enty after they huve ad-
Justed 1o the diagnosis. These decisions to disclose 1o
fumily menbers, chitdren, and partners are especially
difficok.

Sonw of my rescarch exanmines attifydes toward
provacy.ad other work cxamines disclosare hehavior
orintentions (o disciose, tor example. | conducted -
erviews wils African American preghant teenage
women with HIV abowt how they choose o share

their diagnosis. This research on disclosure and health
ulso provides added understending about how risk de.
cisions are made, for example the roles of stigroa, re-
fational variables, and ihe family. My most recent
projeet in this area is described in o co-authored book,
Privaey, Disclosure of HIV/IAIDS in Interpersonal
Relarionskips: A Sourcebook Jor Researchers and
Practirioners {Lawrence Fribaum. 20003y, This partic-
ular line of research is expanding to include examina-
tion of the rolfe of stigma in health deci<ion making,
Other emerging research foceses on the rode of social
and personal relationships in the context of health
vonditions. My research explores fctors such as so-
cial support. coping. and disclosure in relationship
management.

The value of this research eXUMInIng privacy,
disclosare, and stigma is particvubarly apparent in the
application to HIV and AIDS, Becanse people with
HIV need support and also can transmit the virus to
partiers. studying disclosure has potentinl henefits in
multipic wayvs, Disclosing can help peaple access sup-
porto can possibly profect someone Irom comracting
HIV. wet in s risky 1o tef others, To help apply the
knowledge gained throwgh research. | work wirh var-
s ocat and regional HIV serviee organtzations aned
several school districts and health departiments on is-
stes related to conmunication and cdisclosure,

* Puarners are able o anticipate or deal with potential problems at an early stage,

¢ Partners have the benefit of knowin
relationship, its development, and ¢

g how each other perceives and feels about the
ach other™s coneribution to it

* Partners have the apportunity  work together 1o meet challenges and solve problems,
* Partners can monitor the relationship, and that process wili provide an additional
source of intimacy and commonness between them.

Family Relationships

Families. and our images of familics. are based on, formed, and maintained through com-

muication. Famify members and family rel

fluenced by each other, '+

ationships simultaneously influence and are in-




